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Thursday,	February	18	–	Auckland	/	Waitomo	/	Rotorua		
After	leaving	the	motorway	south	of	Auckland,	the	Waikato	River	will	accompany	you	for	much	of	your	
journey	through	green	countryside.	Places	of	interest	along	the	way	include	the	wine	growing	area	of												
Te	Kauwhata	and	the	coal	mining	town	of	Huntly.	Your	first	stop	will	be	at	the	Waitomo	caves,	where	huge	
limestone	caverns	are	filled	with	stalactites	and	glow	worms.	Your	next	stop	will	be	Matamata	for	a	Hobbiton	
Movie	Set	tour.	Already	famous	for	its	thoroughbred	industry	and	dairy	farming	heritage,	Matamata	is	now	
known	the	world	over	as	the	setting	for	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	movies.	Your	final	destination	today	is	
Rotorua,	which	sits	directly	on	the	Pacific	Ring	of	Fire	where	continental	plates	collide.	Explore	the	
geothermal	areas	and	discover	the	unique	culture	of	the	Maoris,	the	indigenous	people	of	New	Zealand.	(B)	

	
Friday,	February	19	–	Rotorua	(Rainbow	Springs,	Agrodome	&	Maori	Experience)	
Enjoy	a	Kiwi	Encounter	at	Rainbow	Springs,	a	sheep	shearing	and	dog	show	at	the	Agrodome	Farm	
Experience,	and	visit	Te	Puia,	the	New	Zealand	Māori	Arts	and	Crafts	Institute.	Te	Puia	is	home	to	the	
internationally	renowned	Pohutu	geyser,	the	National	carving	and	weaving	schools	and	the	world	famous	
Whakarewarewa	guides.	Discover	the	great	stories	of	the	Rotorua	region	and	learn	about	the	rich	culture,	
volatile	landscape	and	legendary	figures	that	have	shaped	this	fascinating	region.	
In	the	evening,	meet	the	People	of	the	Land	at	Mitai	Maori	Village.	This	experience	includes	the	world	famous	
Fairy	Spring,	the	Maori	war	canoe	(waka)	paddle‐by,	Maori	song	and	dance	(haka),	traditionally	cooked	
Hangi	meal,	glow	worm	tour	and	an	evening	bush	walk	and	talk	about	Maori	medicines.		(B&D)		
	
Saturday,	February	20	–	Rotorua	/	Queenstown		
Fly	to	the	lovely	resort	city	of	Queenstown,	the	“Jewel	of	the	South	Island”.	The	alpine	resort	of	Queenstown	
is	exciting	and	fantastically	attractive.	At	arrival	in	Queenstown	you	will	be	transferred	to	your	hotel.	In	the	
evening,	you’ll	take	a	scenic	gondola	ride	for	quick	and	easy	access	to	Queenstown’s	most	spectacular	views.	
Located	at	the	top	of	the	iconic	Skyline	Gondola,	Stratosfare	Restaurant	and	Bar	is	the	perfect	place	to	
enjoy	a	sumptuous	dinner	while	enjoying	the	spectacular	views	over	Lake	Wakatipu.	(B&D)	
	
Sunday,	February	21	–	Queenstown	/	Milford	Sound	Excursion		
Depart	Queenstown	for	Te	Anau,	the	gateway	to	Fiordland	National	Park.	Getting	there	is	half	the	fun	as	your	
journey	continues	along	the	spectacular	Milford	Highway.	At	the	Homer	Tunnel,	you	might	even	see	the	
cheeky	kea,	the	only	mountain	parrots	in	the	world.	Upon	arrival	at	Milford	Sound	you	will	discover	the	fjord	
during	a	full‐length	cruise	that	offers	spectacular	viewing	and	endless	photo	opportunities	of	waterfalls,	
rainforest,	mountains	and	wildlife.	A	Buffet	Lunch	is	included	onboard,	and	your	vessel	is	designed	with	
large	windows,	spacious	decks	and	comfortable	lounges.	Return	to	Queenstown	in	the	evening.		(B&L)	
	
Monday,	February	22	–	Queenstown	
Enjoy	a	day	at	leisure	or	join	an	optional	activity	if	you	wish.	(B)	
	
Tuesday,	February	23	–	Queenstown	/	Christchurch	
Leave	Queenstown	and	head	to	Christchurch	via	Lake	Tekapo.	This	lake	has	a	milky	turquoise	color	that	is	
caused	by	fine	suspended	particles	from	polished	glacier	rocks.	After	the	lake,	you	will	drive	the	Mackenzie	
region,	named	after	the	legendary	Scottish	shepherds	who	once	lived	in	this	region.	Arrive	at	Christchurch,	
the	South	Island’s	largest	city	and	gateway	to	the	South	Island.	Bordered	by	hills	and	the	Pacific	Ocean,	it	is	
situated	on	the	edge	of	the	Canterbury	Plains	that	stretch	to	the	Southern	Alps.	Check	in	at	the	hotel.	Enjoy	a	
Home‐Hosted	Dinner	this	evening	with	a	local	family	and	learn	about	the	New	Zealander	way	of	life	while	
sampling	typical	local	dishes.	(B&D)	
	
Wednesday,	February	24	–	Christchurch	/	Australia	‐	Brisbane	/	Cairns	
This	morning	you	will	take	a	city	sightseeing	tour	which	includes	a	Skyline	Gondola	ride	far	above	the	city,	as	
your	4‐person	cabin	lifts	you	gently	up	to	1500	ft.	above	sea	level.	Stunning	panoramas	extend	over	Pegasus	
Bay	and	the	Pacific	Ocean	and	across	the	Canterbury	Plains	to	the	Southern	Alps.	Bid	farewell	to	New	Zealand	
as	you	board	your	flight	to	Cairns	via	Brisbane.	Upon	arrival	you	will	be	transferred	to	your	hotel.	(B)	
	
Thursday,	February	25	–	Cairns	
This	morning	you’ll	ride	aboard	the	original	Kuranda	Scenic	Railway	which	will	take	you	to	the	town	of	
Kuranda.	Experience	the	Old	World	charm	of	travelling	in	authentic	timber	carriages,	gently	meandering	past	
breathtaking	scenery,	while	enjoying	a	spectacular	journey	comprising	unsurpassed	views	of	dense		
	 Continued…
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